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Guide Description

AUTHOR NOTE: When people think New Orleans, they often
think of nightlife, and with good reason! Bourbon Street, filled with
blocks of bars, clubs, and restaurants, is famous for it's non-stop
parties. But there is so much more to New Orleans nightlife than
just Bourbon Street. After having a hurricane at Pat O’Brien’s and
singing karaoke at the Cat’'s Meow, check out some of the other
hotspots in town. There’s always great live music at Tipitina’s,
The Howlin Wolf, and Blue Nile. One Eyed Jacks and Mimi’s
provide music and entertainment for the alternative crowd, and
The Republic is an upscale dance club that caters to the young
and hip.
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Itinerary Overview

IO

11 nilecGuiDE

Tipitina's

The Howlin®' Wolf

Awesome live show venue

Red Room
Popular gay dance bar in the Quarter

Cat's Meow
Karaoke club

One Eyed Jacks
Hip shows and 80's Night

Maple Leaf Bar
Funky Live Music Club

Bon Temps Roule (Le)
Neighborhood shuck and jive

Lafitte's Blacksmith Shop
Not Your Typical Bourbon Street Bar

The Columns
Historic Victorian Style

things to do
restaurants
hotels
nightlife
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Day 1 - New Orleans
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contact: Tipitina's

tel: 504/895-8477

fax: +1 504 891 7996

www tipitinas.com DESCRIPTION: Dedicated to the late piano master Professor
Longhair and featured in the movie The Big Easy, Tip's was

location: long the New Orleans club. But due to circumstances both
501 Napoleon Ave external (increased competition from House of Blues and
New Orleans LA 70115 others as well as the club's capacity being cut in half by city

authorities) and internal (some gripes about pre-Katrina
booking quality) its star has faded some. It remains a reliable
place for top local bands, though, and if you can catch Troy
Andrews or especially Dr. John on one of his excursions back
to his city, it's a must. The place is nothing fancy -- just four
walls, a wraparound balcony, and a stage, all of it overseen
by a giant drawing of 'Fess his own self. Oh, and a couple of
bars, of course, including one that serves the people milling
outside the club, which as at other top locales is as much a
part of the atmosphere as what's inside. Bookings range from
top indigenous acts (a brass-bands blowout and a jazz piano
night are the perennial highlights of Jazz Fest week) to touring
alt-rock and roots acts, both U.S.-based and international. It's
uptown and a bit out-of-the-way, but it's definitely worth the
cab ride on the right night. A stop can make for a memorable
experience. © Frommer's

citysearch
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Day 1 - continued...

contact:
tel: 504/522-WOLF
www.howlin-wolf.com

location:
907 S. Peters St
New Orleans LA 70130

hours:
Mo to Su from 05:00 PM to
02:00 AM

contact:
tel: 504 528 9759

http://www.ozneworleans.com

/

location:
2040 Saint Charles Avenue

New Orleans LA 70130-5319

hours:
24 hrs

contact:

tel: 504 523 2788

fax: 504 523 3492
http://catskaraoke.com/

location:
701 Bourbon Street
New Orleans LA 70116

hours:
M-Th 4p onwards, F-Su 3p
onwards

The Howlin' Wolf

L

DESCRIPTION: Pre-Katrina this was arguably the premier
club in town in terms of the quality and fame of its bookings.
The House of Blues might be sneaking back in place, but the
Wolf's October 2005 move down the block and across the
street has put it into an even better space, and great things
should be on the horizon. The move was in the works during
summer 2006, and given that the building next to their old
one collapsed, the timing worked out in their favor. And with
10,000 square feet (quite a bit more than they used to have),
including more bathrooms, a wide but shallow room (which
means great sightlines from about anywhere; sightlines are a
problem in most New Orleans clubs), a bar that came from Al
Capone's hotel in Chicago, and bookings that range from top
local acts to national touring rock bands, it's probably the best
place right now to see a show. In addition to regular bookings,
they are currently doing a lot of comedy nights. Howlin' Wolf
does draw some top touring rock acts, though it is not at all
limited to rock -- El Vez, the Mexican Elvis, is as likely to play
as a country band or the latest in indie and alternative rock
(performers in the past included Frank Black, the Jon Spencer
Blues Explosion, and Iris DeMent). © Frommer's

Photo courtesy of infrogmation

m Red Room

DESCRIPTION: Ranked as "Crescent City's Top Dance Club"
by Gambit Weekly and "One of the Top 50 Dance Clubs in

the Country" by Details magazine, this famous gay club offers
great music and a incredibly fun time, whether you are straight
or gay. The occasional go-go boy atop the bar is just one of
the reasons this is such a hot spot. The club is filled with dark
corners, and various dance lights go off constantly. There

are frequent theme nights, so call ahead if you want to dress
accordingly. This is the place to be and be seen. © wcities.com

wcities

m Cat's Meow

DESCRIPTION: There's always someone singing at The Cat's
Meow!&nbsp; Located right on Bourbon Street, this is the
largest Karaoke bar in New Orleans, and a lot of fun whether
you're singing or watching. The staff keeps things lively on
stage, and there are plenty of costumes and props to help you

spice up your performance.&nbsp; Sing along or with a friend, wcities
and cheer on other singers.&nbsp; The club features a large
dance floor surrounded by an elevated stage, several elevated
bars, and a back patio. Upstairs on the balcony, take a break
from the crowd and look out over Bourbon Street. © NileGuide
3}
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Day 1 - continued...

contact: One Eyed Jacks
tel: 504/569-8361 =

www.oneeyedjacks.net

DESCRIPTION: Still bearing the decor of its previous
incarnation as the burlesque Shim-Sham Club (the flocked-
wallpaper looks straight out of Pretty Baby), Jack's seems at
once hip nightspot and funky club, with its tiered main level,
proscenium stage, and a crowded bar in the middle of the
whole thing -- all overlooked by a cozy balcony. The stepped
setting and easy alcohol access pretty much invite people to fall
on top of each other. Not that that's a bad thing. Bookings favor
rock, alternative, and world music (such as Femi Kuti), with
national and international touring acts in addition to local faves,
and, of course, '80s dance night and "rock 'n' roll karaoke,"
plus a fancy old-time burlesque show that tickles the locals. ©
Frommer's

location:
615 Toulouse St
New Orleans LA 70112

Photo courtesy of One Eyed Jacks

tel: 504/866-9359
http://neworleans.citysearch.c

om/profile/4430789/new_orle  pESCRIPTION: This is what a New Orleans club is all about,
ans_la/maple_leaf_bar.html and its reputation was only furthered when it became the very

contact: EI Maple Leaf Bar

location:
8316 Oak St
New Orleans LA 70118

hours:
Daily 3pm-close

contact:
tel: 504 895 8117

location:
4801 Magazine Street
New Orleans LA 70115

hours:
Daily 11a-3a

first live music venue to reopen, just weeks after Katrina, with
an emotional, generator-powered performance by Walter
"Wolfman" Washington. It's medium-size but feels smaller when
a crowd is packed in, and by 11pm on most nights, it is, with
personal space at times becoming something you can only
wistfully remember. But that's no problem. The stage is against
the window facing the street, so more often than not, the crowd
spills onto the sidewalk and into the street to dance and drink
(and escape the heat and sweat, which are prodigious despite
a high ceiling). You can hear the music just as well, watch

the musicians' rear ends, and then dance some more. With

a party atmosphere like this, outside is almost more fun than
in. But inside is mighty fine. A good bar and a rather pretty
patio out back (the other place to escape the crush) make

the Maple Leaf worth hanging out at even if you don't care
about the music on a particular night. But if the ReBirth Brass
Band is playing, do not miss it; go and dance until you drop. ©
Frommer's

Photo courtesy of Maple Leaf Bar

m Bon Temps Roule (Le)

DESCRIPTION: This chummy restaurant-bar has been a
neighborhood fixture since 1979. Its many crowd-pleasing
features include daily drink specials and hearty pub grub such
as, juicy burgers, chili and po-boys. Kermit Ruffins and his
BBQ Swingers perform on Wednesdays. A variety of live bands
entertain the crowd Thursday through Saturday. Fridays also, wcities
feature shuck and jive, and all-you-can-eat oysters on the half

shell. There is never a cover charge, and the well-stocked bar

is sure to have your favorite beer. © wcities.com
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Day 1 - continued...

contact:

tel: 504/593-9761
http://neworleans.citysearch.c
om/profile/4428903/new_orle
ans_la/lafitte_s_blacksmith_s
hop.html

location:
941 Bourbon St
New Orleans LA 70116

hours:
Daily 11am-close

contact:

tel: 504/899-9308
fax: 504/899-8170
www.thecolumns.com

location:
3811 St. Charles Ave
New Orleans LA 70115

Lafitte's Blacksmith Shop

L

DESCRIPTION: It's some steps away from the main action

on Bourbon, but you'll know Lafitte's when you see it. Dating
from the 1770s, it's the oldest building in the Quarter -- possibly
in the Mississippi Valley (though that's not documented) --

and it looks it. Legend has it that the privateer brothers Pierre
and Jean Lafitte used the smithy as a "blind" for their lucrative
trade in contraband (and, some say, slaves they'd captured on
the high seas). Like all legends, that's probably not true. The
owner managed to maintain the exposed brick interior when he
rescued the building from deterioration in the 1940s. At night
when you step inside and it's entirely lit by candles (Offbeat
magazine claims Lafitte's patented the word dank), the past of
the Lafitte brothers doesn't seem so distant. (Unfortunately, the
owner's penchant for treating good friends such as Tennessee
Williams and Lucius Beebe to refreshments was stronger than
his business acumen, and he eventually lost the building.) In
other towns, this would be a tourist trap. Here, it feels authentic,
though a renovation on the outside ended up falsifying the
previous genuine plaster-and-exposed-brick look, turning it
into something rather plastic in appearance. We still don't
understand why. And for some reason, it's almost always easy
to get into, even on a crowded Mardi Gras day. Definitely worth
swinging by even if you don't drink. © Frommer's

wcities

m The Columns

DESCRIPTION: New Orleans made a mistake when it tore
down its famous bordellos. If somebody had turned one of the
grander ones into a hotel, imagine how many people would stay
there! The next best thing is The Columns, whose interior was
used by Louis Malle for his film about Storyville, Pretty Baby.
Built in 1883, the building is one of the city's greatest examples
of a late-19th-century Louisiana residence. The grand,
columned porch is a highly popular evening scene thanks to
the bar inside. The immediate interior is utterly smashing; we
challenge any other hotel to match the grand staircase and
stained-glass-window combination. The Columns is another
hotel that benefited from Katrina. The building lost part of its
roof during the storm, creating a waterfall effect inside. The
resulting new carpets, drapes, paint, and bedspreads have
freshened up a musty place that sorely needed it. We wish still
more had been done to make the upstairs match that smashing
downstairs; it's still a bit too dark and the color schemes not
that great. The totally renovated third floor looks more modern,
mostly to good and comfortable effect. The Pretty Baby room
has no discernable nods to its ostensible theme (nor does

the Bellocq), but it does have a nice garret sitting area. We
particularly like room no. 16, with its grand furniture and floor-
to-ceiling shutters that lead out to a private, second-story porch.
The Columns is worth the money if you can get a low rate, but
otherwise, come by for a drink. Smoking is not permitted in the
rooms. © Frommer's

Photo courtesy of The Columns
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Day 1 - continued...
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New Orleans Snapshot

Local Info

The world watched Hurricane Katrina drown
New Orleans in 2005. The world did not
watch New Orleans rise from the depths of
despair and rebuild-- not only its structures
but its famously jubilant spirit. But rise it
has and New Orleans today is almost back
to normal, at least in those urban areas
that visitors frequent. The most popular
tourist entertainments here have always
been great music, good food and vibrant
nightlife and all have been restored to their
pre-hurricane strength. Mardi Gras and the
Jazz and Heritage Festival are as lively

as ever and most of the city's cultural and
historical attractions have been restored. In
fact, this could be the best time to visit, as
the locals are eager to have travelers back
and good deals are offered everywhere.

Sights

Finding fun things to do here is indeed

the Big Easy. The French Quarter alone
has a vacation's worth of restaurants,
trendy nightclubs, historic buildings, antique
shops, high-end boutiques, low-end dives
and everything in between. If you've come
to New Orleans to party, Bourbon Street is
worth at least one night out. It's crowded,
it's cliched, it's gaudy and bawdy but that's

its appeal. Daytime trips to the French
Quarter should include a walk down Royal
Street or Jackson Square, where you'll find
art galleries, upscale stores and specialty
shops. You'll likely also spot tarot readers
and quartets performing impromptu shows
on street corners.

Faubourg Marigny, south of the French
Quarter, is an enriching side trip. The
district is known for its Bohemian lifestyle
and, if you're an architecture fan, this is
where you'll see quaint Creole cottages
built in the 19th century. Washington
Square Park is the hub of activities in
the area, with lots of landmarks, bars,
entertainment venues, coffee shops and
restaurants.

If you have a flair for the occult and voodoo,
you'll find many shops selling books, crafts
and paraphernalia of the genre in and
around New Orleans. To complete your
walk on the beguiled side, spend a few
hours at the historical cemeteries in the
Treme and Mid-City areas.

You can also enjoy New Orleans' sights by
hopping aboard one of its many riverboat

cruises, ferry rides, streetcar tours or
bicycle expeditions. Sites to add to your
itinerary include the New Orleans Museum
of Art and the park in Mid-City, as well as
the beautiful old architecture and historic
Victorian mansions Uptown.

The city has plenty of year-round events

to add a special touch to any vacation.

In addition to the open-air zoo that is

Mardi Gras, the biggest events are the
New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival,
Voodoo Music Experience and the New
Orleans Southern Decadence Festival(now
there's an oxymoron).

Dining

Though seriously dinged by the BP oil spill
in the gulf, New Orleans' seafood industry
is getting back on its feet and once again
supplying the aquatic delicacies that visitors
expect to find on city menus. Try asking
around to find the freshest oysters and
make sure to sample the local favorites:

a beignet for breakfast, gumbo for lunch
and a late-night po-boy to fuel your dash for
your hotel after barhopping.

© NileGuide
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