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Guide Description

AUTHOR NOTE: From fine art to theater to shopping to baseball
to bowling, this tour of New York takes you through some of the
city's most diverse and exciting attractions and activities.

Photo: View from South Street Seaport at dusk. By Sarah.
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Itinerary Overview

DAY NOTE: Start out at the stately New York Public Library, then
eat a leisurely lunch overlooking lovely Bryant Park at the Bryant
Park Grill. Head over to Rockefeller Center for some shopping
and people-watching (or some ice skating, if the rink is open) and
view the majestic Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

New York Public Library
Guarded by lions

Bryant Park Grill

Midtown oasis

Commercial center, home to great entertainment

St. Patrick's Cathedral

Epicenter of New York catholicism

@]
u Rockefeller Center
@]

DAY NOTE: Start out downtown today, at South Street Seaport,
where you can enjoy being outside and pick up half-price tickets
to Broadway shows at the TKTS booth (with far shorter lines than
at the Times Square branch). Then take the scenic walk over

the Brooklyn Bridge, eat what many say is the city’s best pizza

at Grimaldi’s, and stroll along the Brooklyn Heights Promenade
for great views of the Manhattan skyline. At night, head to Times
Square and the Broadway show of your choice at a theater like
the Richard Rogers Theatre.

South Street Seaport
Historic port houses tourist-friendly shops &
restaurants

Brooklyn Bridge

Historic bridge offers stunning skyline views

Brooklyn Heights Promenade
Riverside walkway offers great skyline views

Times Square
Iconic center revamped for the tourist's enjoyment

things to do
restaurants I
hotels

nightlife |

Richard Rogers Theatre-NY

Stadium seating

DAY NOTE: Mix the best of fine art and sports on your third

day in the city. Begin your day at the Metropolitan Museum of

Art before taking a leisurely stroll and maybe having a picnic in
Central Park. At game time, head up to Yankee Stadium in the
Bronx. Instead of filling up on hot dogs, save room for soul food
at Sylvia’s in Harlem. Finally, take the subway down to Greenwich
Village for some drinks and bowling at the multi-level Bowlmor
Lanes.

m Metropolitan Museum of Art
Mammoth museum featuring art from around the
world

Central Park

Urban oasis, perfect for exploring or relaxing

Yankee Stadium
New stadium for Bronx Bombers, the reigning world
champions

Sylvia's
Soul food

=@ R
—
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Day 1 - New York City

QUICK NOTE

DAY NOTE: Start out at the stately New York Public Library, then eat a leisurely lunch overlooking lovely Bryant Park at the Bryant Park
Grill. Head over to Rockefeller Center for some shopping and people-watching (or some ice skating, if the rink is open) and view the
majestic Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.

tel: +1 212 930 0800

contact: m New York Public Library
http://www.nypl.org/

DESCRIPTION: The New York Public Library, adjacent to

location: Bryant Park and designed by Carrére & Hastings (1911), is one
Fifth Avenue of the country's finest examples of Beaux Arts architecture,
New York NY 10016 a majestic structure of white Vermont marble with Corinthian
columns and allegorical statues. Before climbing the broad
hours: flight of steps to the Fifth Avenue entrance, note the famous wcities
Call for details lion sculptures -- Fortitude on the right, and Patience on the left

-- so dubbed by whip-smart former mayor Fiorello La Guardia.
At Christmastime they don natty wreaths to keep warm. This
library is actually the Humanities and Social Sciences Library,
only one of the research libraries in the New York Public
Library system. The interior is one of the finest in the city and
features Astor Hall, with high arched marble ceilings and grand
staircases. Thanks to restoration and modernization, the Main
Reading Rooms on the third floor have been returned to their
stately glory and moved into the computer age (goodbye, card
catalogs!). They are a must-see. Note: For those who just have
to stay in touch, the library now provides Wi-Fi service for free
in the reading rooms. After a $5-million restoration, what was
once known only as Room 117, a Beaux Arts masterpiece with
incredible views of Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, is now known
as the Lionel Pincus and Princess Firyal Map Division. Here
you will find possibly the finest and most extensive collection
of maps in the world. In 2008, the Library's facade began a 3-
year restoration, to be completed for the building's centennial
in 2011. Even if you don't stop in to peruse the periodicals, you
may want to check out one of the excellent rotating exhibitions.
Call or check the website to see what's on while you're in town.
There's also a full calendar of lecture programs, with past
speakers ranging from Tom Stoppard to Pico lyer; popular
speakers often sell out, so it's a good idea to purchase tickets
in advance. © Frommer's
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Day 1 - continued...

contact:
tel: 1 212 840 6500
fax: 1212 840 8122

http://the-bryant-park-hotel.vis  pEscRIPTION: This pretty restaurant is located behind the New York

it-new-york-city.com/

location:
25 West 40th Street
New York NY 10019

hours:
April 15th-Nov Daily
11:30a-11p

contact:

tel: +1 212 332 6868 / +1 212
632 3975
http://www.rockefellercenter.c
om

location:
47th to 51st streets
New York NY 10112

E Bryant Park Grill

Public Library and overlooks Bryant Park. There is also a rooftop dining
area that feels like a European sidewalk cafe. Unfortunately, the food is
not quite as stellar as the atmosphere, although the chef does make good
use of fresh seasonal ingredients. Try the raw oysters or the Seafood
Scatter Tempura. The New York strip steak is a crowd-pleaser and
desserts are especially good. Service is efficent and customer's attire
varies from casual to upscale. © wcities.com

m Rockefeller Center

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

The Rink at Rockefeller Center, a small but
picturesque skating rink, is open from mid-October
to mid-March.

wcities

DESCRIPTION: A major commercial center covering 22 acres
between 48th and 51st Streets and 5th and 7th Avenues

in Midtown Manhattan, Rockefeller Center is one of the

city's foremost shopping and entertainment destinations. Oil
billionaire and philanthropist John D. Rockefeller, Jr. leased
the site from Columbia University in 1929 with plans to build a
new home for the Metropolitan Opera. After the stock market
crash of that year, plans were changed. Now, 19 buildings
constructed in the Art Deco style house shops, restaurants, and
offices, along with Radio City Music Hall.

The centerpiece of Rockefeller Center is the 70-floor, 872-foot
GE Building at 30 Rockefeller Plaza (aka "30 Rock") - formerly
known as the RCA Building - centered behind the complex's
sunken plaza. The building is the headquarters of NBC and
houses most of the network's New York studios, including

the legendary Studio 8H, home of Saturday Night Live. The
windows of the studio where NBC's Today Show is filmed are
usually mobbed by crowd jostling for a look of the show's hosts
and guests. Tours of the NBC studios are also available, and
many visitors choose to wait in line for tickets to one of the
many shows taped in the building. © NileGuide
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Day 1 - continued...

contact: St. Patrick's Cathedral
tel: +1 212 753 2261 L,

fax: +1 212 755 4128
http://www.saintpatrickscathe  HEscRIPTION: This massive cathedral, located at the corner of 50th

dral.org Street and Fifth Avenue, is the largest decorated Neo-Gothic cathedral

) in North America, the seat of the Archdiocese of New York, and one of
location: the city's most visited landmarks. Construction of the cathedral began
460 Madison Avenue in 1858, was halted for the duration of the American Civil War, and was
New York NY 10022-6863 finally completed in 1878. Its elaborate marble fagade and 330-foot spires

dwarfed the Midtown Manhattan of that time, and they still stand out

hours: today, even in a district packed with office buildings, shops, and tourist
Daily 6:30a-8:45p attractions, such as MoMA, Rockefeller Center, and Radio City Music Hall.

Stand-out features of the cathedral's interior include the St. Michael and
St. Louis altar, designed by Tiffany & Co., the St. Elizabeth altar, designed
by Paolo Medici of Rome, and the stained glass windows. The spectacular
rose window is acknowledged to be the finest work designed by Charles
Connick, the 20th century genius in stained glass window design. The
Archbishops of New York are buried in a crypt under the high altar, and
their honorary hats, called galeros, hang from the ceiling over their tombs.
St. Patrick's seats about 2,200 people, and every year more than three
million visitors step inside its doors. © NileGuide

wcities
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Day 2 - New York City

QUICK NOTE

DAY NOTE: Start out downtown today, at South Street Seaport, where you can enjoy being outside and pick up half-price tickets
to Broadway shows at the TKTS booth (with far shorter lines than at the Times Square branch). Then take the scenic walk over the

Brooklyn Bridge, eat what many say is the city’s best pizza at Grimaldi’s, and stroll along the Brooklyn Heights Promenade for great

views of the Manhattan skyline. At night, head to Times Square and the Broadway show of your choice at a theater like the Richard

Rogers Theatre.

contact:

tel: +1 212 732 7678

fax: +1 212 964 8056
http://www.southstreetseapor
t.com

location:
12 Fulton St
New York NY 10038

hours:

Museum Apr-Dec Tues-Sun
10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm;
Jan-Mar Fri-Mon 10am-5pm
(On Mon, Schermerhorn Row
galleries only); ships open
noon-4pm

contact:

tel: 212 484 1200 (Tourist
information)

fax: 212 245 5943 (Tourist
information)
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/h
tml/motorist/bridges.html#bro
oklyn

location:
Off South Street Viaduct

nilecGuiDE
oy

m South Street Seaport

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

The Titanic Memorial, a small white lighthouse
located at the intersection of Fulton and

Water streets at the gateway to the seaport,
commemorates the sinking of the RMS Titanic in
1912.

DESCRIPTION: This historic trading port, which dates back

to the 1600s, is located on the edge of the Financial District,
where Fulton Street meets the East River. It was restored and
revitalized for tourist use in the late 1960s, and now boasts
more than 120 shops, restaurants, and bars, as well as the
South Street Seaport Museum, the Pier 17 Pavilion, and the
New York City Police Museum. Visitors to the Seaport will also
find some of the oldest architecture in downtown Manhattan,
including renovated original mercantile buildings from the early
19th century, renovated sailing ships, and the former Fulton
Fish Market.

With its cobblestone streets and broad piers, South Street
Seaport offers a welcome escape from the congested,
skyscraper-lined streets of downtown. There are usually

free outdoor performances going on - check out a number of
prominent and up-and-coming acts at the outdoor stage set up
in the summertime - and the cool breezes, fun people-watching,
and beautiful views of the Brooklyn Bridge can all be enjoyed
for free. © NileGuide

B Brooklyn Bridge

DESCRIPTION: Opened in 1883, the Brooklyn Bridge is one of
the oldest suspension bridges in the United States. It stretches
5,989 feet (1825 meters) across the East River and connects
the boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn. At the time of its
construction, it was the largest suspension bridge in the world
and the first steel-wire suspension bridge. The bridge was
designed by the New Jersey architect John Augustus Roebling,
who died before construction began after he contracted tetanus
from a wound sustained in a ferry accident during surveys for

www.nileguide.com

Photo courtesy of visitingdc.com

wcities
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Day 2 - continued...

New York NY 11201

contact:

tel: +1 718 965 8900
http://www.pps.org/parks_plaz
as_squares/greatplaces/one

location:
Brooklyn Heights
New York NY 11201

contact:

tel: +1 212 768 1560 (Times
Square Alliance)

fax: +1 212 768 0233 (Times
Square Alliance)
http://www.timessquarenyc.o
rg/

location:

1560 Broadway, Between
46th & 47th streets

New York NY 10036

the bridge project. Built from limestone, granite, and cement,
the Brooklyn Bridge is an example of Gothic-style architecture,
with its characteristic pointed arches topping twin passageways
through huge stone towers. Because Roebling designed a
bridge and truss system six times stronger than he thought

it needed to be, the Brooklyn Bridge is still standing, while
many other bridges built around the same time have had to be
replaced.

In the past, the inside lanes of traffic on the bridge carried

the elevated trains of the Brooklyn-Manhattan Transport

(BMT) Corporation from stations in Brooklyn to a terminal at
Manhattan's Park Row. Streetcars shared the other lanes with
other traffic until the elevated trains stopped using the bridge in
1944 and the streetcars moved to the center lanes. Six years
later, the streetcars also stopped running, and the bridge was
rebuilt to its present configuration, with six lanes of automobile
traffic. A separate walkway runs along the centerline for
pedestrians and bicyclists, and boasts some of the best views
of the Manhattan and Brooklyn skylines. © NileGuide

m Brooklyn Heights Promenade

DESCRIPTION: Hop in your car, take a pleasant drive, park it
on the street and take a walk while embracing the awesome
sight. Tagged by many citizens as one of the best views of the
city, the promenade on Brooklyn Heights is known for exactly
this reason. A stroll in the early morning or late evening can end
up being very romantic. © wcities.com

m Times Square

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

A free tour of the area run by the Times Square
Alliance leaves every Friday at noon from the Times
Square Information Center. Perhaps even more
helpfully, the center also has public restrooms and a
wealth of tourist resources.

wcities

DESCRIPTION: Located at the junction of Broadway and
Seventh Avenue and stretching from West 42nd to West 47th
Street, its glittering lights and neon signs make Times Square
one of the most iconic sights of New York City. Formerly the
property of fur trading and real estate tycoon John Jacob Astor,
the square got its name in the early 1900s when the New York
Times moved into a new skyscraper on 42nd Street. After new
subways brought thousands of commuters to 42nd Street, the
city's theaters moved up from the Bowery and lower Broadway,
and the area is now the center of New York's bustling theater
district.

In the decades after the Great Depression, Times Square
became known as a dangerous neighborhood and a symbol of

8
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Day 2 - continued...

the city's decline and corruption from the 1960s to the 1990s.
After a long-term development plan and a comprehensive
crackdown on crime by the city government, the infamous
center of pickpockets and porno theaters has been thoroughly
reinvented and filled with more upscale and tourist-friendly
attractions, hotels, vendors, and street performers. © NileGuide

contact: _ Richard Rogers Theatre-NY

tel: 212 221 1211 (Box office)

http://richardrodgerstheatre.c

om/ DESCRIPTION: The Chanin 46th theater was renamed Richard THE

. Rodgers Theater in 1990 to honour the great composer. The R |C HA RD

location: <N ; ; i ;
theater is unique in that,it has stadium style seating and has

226 West 46th Street no separate entrances to the orchestra or the balcony. Many ROD G E RS

New York NY 10036 famous Broadway musicals have been staged at this venue
and it continues to regale audiences to this day with a stage )

hours: adaptation of Disney's Tarzan. © wcities.com Photo Courtesy of R'Ch-?giggzri

M-Sa 10a-8p, Su Noon-6p
(Box Office Hours)
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Day 3 - New York City, Bronx

‘ QUICK NOTE

DAY NOTE: Mix the best of fine art and sports on your third day in the city. Begin your day at the Metropolitan Museum of Art before

taking a leisurely stroll and maybe having a picnic in Central Park. At game time, head up to Yankee Stadium in the Bronx. Instead of

filling up on hot dogs, save room for soul food at Sylvia’s in Harlem. Finally, take the subway down to Greenwich Village for some drinks

and bowling at the multi-level Bowlmor Lanes.

contact:

tel: +1 212 535 7710

fax: +1212 570 3972
http://www.metmuseum.org

location:
1000 Fifth Ave
New York NY 10028-0198

hours:

Sun, holiday Mon (Memorial
Day, Labor Day, and so
forth), and Tues-Thurs
9:30am-5:30pm; Fri-Sat
9:30am-9pm

EI Metropolitan Museum of Art

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

To cover the costs of special exhibitions, the

Met asks guests to pay the full "recommended"”
admission fee, which is $20 for adults. This fee
includes one-day admission to the Main Building as
well as to The Cloisters Museum &amp; Gardens in
Fort Tryon Park, the Met branch dedicated to the art
and architecture of medieval Europe.

DESCRIPTION: Don't expect to fully take in all that this
enormous museum has to offer in one visit. With the finest
collection of American art in the world, a collection of more
than 3,000 European paintings, an expansive array of art from
ancient Egypt, and recently renovated halls of Greek, Roman,
Cypriot, and Asian art, there is a reason the Metropolitan
Museum is considered the foremost symbol of arts and culture
in a city chock-full of arts and culture. Often referred to simply
as "The Met", the museum is located on Fifth Avenue at 82nd
Street, on the eastern edge of Central Park and at the center of
the so-called "Museum Mile".

First opened in 1872, the Met has been significantly expanded
over the years, and its permanent collection now contains more
than two million works of art, divided into nineteen curatorial
departments. In addition to its giant holdings of American,
European, Egyptian, African, Asian, Oceanic, Byzantine,

and Islamic art, the museum is also home to encyclopedic
collections of musical instruments, costumes and accessories,
and antique weapons and armor from around the world. A
number of notable interiors, ranging from 1st century Rome
through modern American design, are permanently installed

in the Met's galleries. The Met also organizes and hosts a
continually changing series of special exhibitions each year. ©
NileGuide
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Day 3 - continued...

contact:
tel: +1 212 310 6600
http://www.centralparknyc.org

location:
Central Park Driveway
New York NY 10022

contact:

tel: +1 718 293 4300
http://newyork.yankees.mlb.c
om/NASApp/mlb/index.jsp

location:
161st Street
Bronx NY 10452

Central Park

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

The Central Park Conservancy runs free, volunteer-
led walking tours; they take place rain or shine. No
reservations are necessary.

DESCRIPTION: The idea for Central Park was born in 1858,
which a competition was held to choose a design for what
would be the first public park built in America. The winners were
Frederick Law Olmsted and Calvert Vaux, whose Greensward
plan proposed an entirely man-made park that would be
intended only for public use, as a refuge from the relentless
rhythms of New York City's already overcrowded streets. It took
more than 15 years and $14 million (the equivalent of about
$200 million today) to build the Park, with its 843 acres and
six-mile perimeter extending from Central Park West to Fifth
Avenue and from 59th Street to 110th Street. Those 843 acres
include 136 acres of woodlands, 250 acres of lawns, and 7
different bodies of water totaling some 150 acres.

Starting in 1980, a public-private partnership between New
York City and the Central Park Conservancy restored and
preserved Central Park, and attendance has only been rising

in recent years. Now, more than 25 million visitors per year
stroll its 58 miles of pedestrian paths, go horseback riding on
4.5 miles of bridle paths, bike or jog on its 6.5 miles of winding
roads, or simply relax on the grass or on the nearly 9,000
benches provided. The famous Tavern on the Green restaurant
- the location of the finish line for the New York City Marathon

- was originally a sheepfold, housing the shepherd and the
flock that grazed Sheeps Meadow until 1934. In nice weather,
the still lush meadow now welcomes hordes of sunbathers,
picnickers, and people-watchers, all of whom enjoy lounging
underneath some of the only sky in Manhattan unmarked by tall
buildings. Other special features of the park include the Central
Park Carousel, the Marionette Theater, the Central Park Wildlife
Center, the Charles A. Dana Discovery Center, the Delacorte
Theater, the Great Lawn, the Central Park Zoo, the Henry Luce
Nature Observatory, Wollman Rink, Lasker Rink, the Loeb
Boathouse, and the North Meadow. © NileGuide

m Yankee Stadium

OUR LOCAL EXPERT SAYS:

Ticket prices for Yankee games vary widely, but
seats are available in the bleachers for as little as
$14 and in the grandstand for $22-30.

DESCRIPTION: The new $1.5 billion home for the New York weties
Yankees baseball team opened in April 2009 on the former site
of Macombs Dam Park in the Bronx, across the street from
the previous Yankee Stadium (built in 1923). In an effort to
preserve a sense of the Yankees' storied history and its star
11
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Day 3 - continued...

contact:

tel: 1 212 996 0660

fax: 1212 427 6389
http://www.sylviassoulfood.co
m

location:
328 Lenox Avenue
New York NY 10027

hours:
8:30a-10:30p M-Th,

players--who included Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Mickey Mantle
and Joe DiMaggio--many aspects of the new stadium reflect
those of the previous one, including the design of its exterior
and the actual playing field.

Inside, visitors will find hundreds of photographs from
throughout the team's history, taken from the archives of the
New York Daily News and other sources. Seats are wider and
have more legroom than in the previous stadium, and there
are hundreds of thousands more square feet of space for food
concessions and other amenities. Soon after it opened, the
new Yankee Stadium became known for the high number

of home runs hit there, earning the derision of some sports
commentators, but the number of homers significantly slowed
over the course of the 2009 season.

© NileGuide

u Sylvia's

DESCRIPTION: For down-home food in uptown Harlem,
Sylvia's is the place to go. Dishes are homey and old-
fashioned, with more than a little soul. Entrees are hardy,
low-priced and include such delectable sides as collared
greens and mashed potatoes. The best deal in the house is
the barbecue ribs special, but the southern fried chicken is Photo courtesy of Sylvia's
also outstanding. The atmosphere is friendly, and owner Sylvia

is an institution in Harlem with her own labeled food sold in

area stores. Tourists are frequent visitors to the restaurant. ©

7:302-10:30p F-Sa, 11:30a-8p Wcities.com

Su
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New York City Snapshot

Local Info

New York, New York: There's truly no other
city in the world like it. The city reaches far
and wide with neighborhoods and people
changing at every block you cross. Don't
let the Big Apple intimidate you though,

it's got a little bit of everything for travelers
of all kinds to enjoy. Shopaholics and
fashionistas roam the pricey boutiques
ofSoho while downtown locals flock

to the street food ofChinatown. View
stately museums of theUpper East Side

or challenge your knowledge of art
browsingChelsea, this sprawling metropolis
offers the best of all worlds...and that's
just the big city of Manhattan. Here's

an overview of some of that island's
noteworthy neighborhoods, as well as

the basics on the outer boroughs, too-
Brooklyn,the Bronx,Queens andStaten
Island. To dig deeper on any of these
destinations, check out the relevant
Neighborhood Information section.

Midtown

This is the beating heart of the Big Apple,
complete with towering skyscrapers,
packed streets, and many of the city's top
destinations for sightseeing, shopping, and
entertainment, includingTimes Square,
theUnited Nations, theEmpire State
Building andRockefeller Center. This is
must-see New York, but make sure to
spend some time outside this neighborhood
if you want to breathe a bit more freely.

Central Park

Nestled between the Upper West and
Upper East Sides, this843-acre oasis is
the most visited urban park in the country.
Among its many charms are miles of
winding pathways, several lakes and
ponds, twoskating rinks, azoo, and a
conservatory. Visit in the summer if you
can, when the park hosts freeconcerts
andplays.

Times Square/Theater District/Hell's
Kitchen

The once seedyTimes Square zone is

all cleaned up and packed full of chain
restaurants and other tourist-friendly
attractions. Catch a Broadway show in

the Theater District, or head west to Hell's
Kitchen, also cleaned up from its seedier
days and full of dining and nightlife options.

Chelsea

Chelsea has been the center of the city's art
scene since the mid-1990s, withmore than
200 galleries centered mostly in its western
reaches(near 10th and 11th Avenues). In
addition to theHigh Line, a newly opened
public space along an old elevated railway,
it also boasts some of the city's hottest
nightclubs, is chock-full of busy restaurants
and bars, and has long been seen as the
heart of gay-friendly New York. [

Gramercy/Flatiron/Union Square

This central neighborhood has a little

of everything, from pedigreedGramercy
Park to bustlingUnion Square(site of the
city's largest greenmarket). It's also home
to a number of the city's most popular
restaurants, and the dining options abound
on Park Avenue South and the area
around Madison Square Park, near the
iconicFlatiron Building.

Greenwich Village/West Village

With its labyrinthine(compared to the
Midtown grid) streets and historic
townhouses, the Village is classic New
York. Its eastern region containsWashington
Square Park andNew York University, while
the charming, formerly bohemian West
Village is home to increasingly upscale
shopping and restaurants. Head further
west to the Meatpacking District, now a
mecca of expensive dining/nightlife options.

East Village (1

The East Village stands out for its young,
arty, funky(though nowhere near as edgy
as in years past) vibe, on display in its
many shopping, dining and nightlife options.
History buffs will appreciate landmarks
likeSt. Mark's-in-the-Bowery Church, while
a cleaned-upTompkins Square Park offers
great people-watching.

Lower East Side

[1Go below Houston Street on the east
side and you'll find even more restaurants,
boutiques and bars lining the streets of
the ever-more-upscale Lower East Side.
Though this area was once home to some
of the city's worst slums, its gritty past

has made way for a vibrant shopping,
dining and nightlife scene. Learn about
the neighborhood's past at theLower East
Side Tenement Museum(it's free!) or check
out the historic Orchard Street Shopping
District.

Soho

Though many galleries have moved to
Chelsea, Soho still boasts its own art
scene. Shopping is the real draw in this
neighborhood, however, from high-fashion
boutiques to the chain stores that line
Broadway. At the eastern end of Soho,
Nolita is perfect for shoppers who favor
smaller, more unique stores. A plethora
of kitschy lItalian restaurants still draw
tourists to the lively neighborhood ofLittle
Italy, around Mulberry Street, including
the throngs attracted by the annual San
GennaroFestival.

Lower Manhattan

This diverse zone encompasses
Chinatown(with its designer knock-offs and
dim sum), swanky Tribeca, family-friendly
Battery Park City, and the bustling(at least
during the week) Financial District. Must-
see spots includeSouth Street Seaport,Wall
Street and theNew York Stock Exchange,
and theWorld Trade Center site.

Upper East Side [

TheMetropolitan, theWhitney, and
theGuggenheim are only the biggest
players in this stately, museum-filled
neighborhood, which also boasts some of
the city's best high-end shopping(Madison
Avenue) and some of its highest-priced real
estate(Fifth Avenue along Central Park,
Park Avenue).

Upper West Side

The beautiful Upper West Side, historically
a mecca for New York City artists, writers
and intellectuals, is also one of the city's
most family-friendly neighborhoods, with
brownstone-lined streets, brunch spots,
shops galore, and easy access toCentral
Park. It's also home toLincoln Center,
theMuseum of Natural History, architectural
gems like theAnsonia and theDakota, and(a
bit further north)Columbia University.

Harlem

Long a vibrant center of African-American
history, music and culture, Harlem has
changed a lot in recent years, as a diverse
new crowd of residents have started calling
its stately old brownstones home. It's still a
great destination for soul food(try stalwarts
likeSylvia's) as well as live jazz and nightlife
at historic spots like theCotton Club or
theLenox Lounge.

13
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New York City Snapshot continued

Brooklyn

From thegalleries of Williamsburg to

the brownstones of Brooklyn Heights,

from family-friendly Park Slope to
kitschyConey Island, devotees of this
borough wouldn't live anywhere else. Walk
across theBrooklyn Bridge and check out
the views from thePromenade, or stroll
inProspect Park, for just a taste of what
Brooklyn has to offer. But don't neglect this
outerborough on your next visit, there's
plenty reason for Brooklyn to be worth your
while.

Queens

The largest borough, Queens is also the
most ethnically diverse, boasting arguably
the best food in the city, from Greek in
Astoria, to Indian in Jackson Heights, to
Chinese and Korean in Flushing. It is also
a popular destination for sports(Citi Field--
new home to the New York Mets--andU.S.
Open tennis) and culture(check outP.S. 1
Contemporary Art Center in Long Island
City).

The Bronx

Though New York's northernmost borough
is best known to many as the home
ofYankee Stadium, the Bronx offers a good
deal more than meets the eye. Explore

its beaches and museums, its world-
famouszoo andbotanical garden, its own
Little Italy, quaintCity Island, and more
parkland than any other borough.

Staten Island

The breathtaking views from the freeStaten
Island Ferry are just the beginning of this
borough's charms. With a more suburban
feel than any of the other boroughs, Staten
Island boasts a number of parks, as well
asa zoo,a children's museum, a botanical
garden,a minor league baseball stadium,
anda restored colonial village.
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